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End of Ofsted’s 
Children’s Services 
Annual Rating 
Process  

On 9th December 2010, DfE 
announced their intention to end the 
annual rating process as soon as a 
suitable legislative opportunity can be 
identified.

In a letter to Ofsted, the ADCS, LGA, and 
Solace, the ConDems said that there 
was concern across local authorities 
that in its current form the annual 
ratings adds little understanding of 
children’s services in an area over 
and above the individual inspections 
that underlie it, and are not particularly 
helpful in aiding improvement.

The decision is also in line with wider 
changes to local authority accountability 
arrangements across Government and 
the termination of the Comprehensive 
Area Assessment.

In the meantime, DfE will work with 
Ofsted to ensure the rating process is 
as simple and transparent as possible 
and does not create unnecessary 
burdens for local areas, and also to 
look at potential changes to aspects of 
the wider children’s services inspection 
framework. 

This needs to be informed by any 
relevant findings and recommendations 
from the review of child protection 
currently being conducted by Professor 
Eileen Munro and the review of early 
years by Dame Clare Tickell. 

h t t p : / /www .educa t i on . go v . u k /
inthenews/inthenews/a0070217/end-
of-ofsteds-childrens-services-annual-
rating-process

Davy Jones, an independent consultant, writes about local public service issues 
especially citizen empowerment, participatory budgeting, partnership working, 
local democracy and performance management Here, he comments on the 
Localism Bill.

So, the Localism Bill has finally appeared 
– and along with it a new financial 
settlement for local government. 

The Localism Bill is a 
disappointment
True, it includes the promise of a general 
power of competence for councils to bring 
us into line with most other European 
countries. But that is heavily qualified by a 
reserve power for the Secretary of State to 
overrule it as (s)he sees fit.

True, it includes greater powers for citizens 
to initiate referenda – but America shows 
what a blunt instrument that can be, 
compared to deliberative democracy. 
Where councils want to exercise their 
new freedom to set local council tax 
levels, they face costly referenda if they 
set it higher than central government 
deems reasonable. There is no promise 
of a referendum on cuts from the “localist” 
government.

And local people get the right to bid for 
local community assets or to challenge for 
the right to run local services directly. Both 
will most likely lead to the privatisation of 
local public assets rather than empowering 
local residents or service users to work 
collaboratively with public services.

Planning
Worse, it “simplifies” the planning system. 
It certainly does ! Ministers get the right to 
decide on all big planning issues – extra 
airport runways, nuclear power stations 
and other things that people have a nasty 
habit of opposing. 

Worse still, the largest cities are to be 
“invited” to have an elected mayor – 

whether they want one or not – in the 
name of “localism”!

And the reforms to social housing and 
homelessness legislation are thoroughly 
reactionary – putting more vulnerable 
people at the mercy of private landlords.

Cuts and more cuts
The financial settlement though is the real 
killer. Some 27% of the local government 
budget is to be cut over 4 years. And this 
year for many it is a massive cut of 17%. 

And the cuts are really even greater as 
£1bn of public health money transferred 
to local government has been included 
in the “calculations” as the excellent 
Whitehall Watch blog has pointed out

http://whitehallwatch.org/2010/12/14/
double-dipping-pickles/

Davy’s blog can be found at: http://www.
davyjonesconsultancy.co.uk/blog

An excellent summary of the Localism 
Bill has been produced by CIPFA:
www.cipfanetworks.net/pin/news/
view.asp?content_ref=12332
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